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I have set the Lord

always before me;

because He is at my right

hand, I shall not

be shaken.
Psalm 16:8
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A SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Stand

INVOCATION  Matthew 28:19b

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

P In Holy Baptism Margrit Sphatt was clothed with the robe of Christ's righteousness
that covered all her sin.  St. Paul says, “Do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united with Him in a death like
His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.

 Romans 6:3-5

PSALM ~ Psalm 16

P Preserve me, O God, 
for in you I take refuge. 

C I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 
I have no good apart from you.” 

P As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, 
in whom is all my delight. 

C The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; 
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names on my
lips. 

P The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 
you hold my lot. 

C The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 

P I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
in the night also my heart instructs me. 

C I have set the LORD always before me; 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

P Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 
my flesh also dwells secure. 

C For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 
or let your holy one see corruption. 
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P You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever.  Amen.

KYRIE  Mark 10:47

P Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Sit

HYMN ~ 570 Just As I Am, without One Plea
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5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;

Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Stand

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And also with you.
P Let us pray.  O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness

shown to Maggie Sphatt and to all Your servants who, having finished their course
in faith, now rest from their labors.  Grant that we also may be faithful unto death
and receive the crown of eternal life, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33

22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 “The LORD is my portion,”
says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 25 The LORD is good to those who wait for
him, to the soul who seeks him. 26 It is good that one should wait quietly for the
salvation of the LORD.

31 For the Lord will not cast off forever, 32 but, though he cause grief, he will have
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 33 for he does not afflict
from his heart or grieve the children of men.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ~ Romans 6:3-9

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life.
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5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with
him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no
longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over him.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

VERSE

P Alleluia, alleluia.  
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;

C to Him be glory and power forever.  
Alleluia.  [Revelation 1:5-6]

HOLY GOSPEL ~ John 14:1-6

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way
to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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APOSTLES' CREED

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

Sit
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HYMN

801 How Great Thou Art
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SERMON ~ “The Way, the Truth, and the Life” John 14:1-6

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.
Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in
the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church
in heaven and on earth Your light and peace.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die
to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death
and the grave to our joyful resurrection.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
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P Give to the family of Maggie Sphatt and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and
a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they
may know the consolation of Your love.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church
they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and
certain hope and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who
have departed in the faith.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Receive our thanks for Maggie Sphatt and for all the blessings You bestowed on
her in this earthly life.  Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with her we may
see You face to face in the joys of paradise.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and
immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power
of death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that
neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate
us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9-13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass

against
 us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
 Amen  Matthew 6:9-13
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NUNC DIMITTIS

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord.  “He who believes in Me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled.  My
own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of
every people: a light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your
people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord.  “He who believes in Me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”

CONCLUDING COLLECT

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.
Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your
mercy and bring them home.  Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection
to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the
faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

P Let us bless the Lord.  [Psalm 103:1]

C Thanks be to God.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

C Amen.

Sit
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HYMN ~ I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry J. Ylvisaker
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PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE

Ministers Rev. Steven S. Billings, Rev. Keith E. GeRue
Organist Mrs. Nancy Lephart
Elders on Duty  Mr. Robert Allen, Mr. Bruce Gast

T Soli Deo Gloria  T
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Margrit A. “Maggie” Sphatt was born April 2, 1949 and resided in Neenah.  A devoted
mother and grandmother, Maggie loved caring for her family and prized her children as
her greatest accomplishments.  She enjoyed a life of service to others as a paramedic
in her younger years, as well as working at Valhaven Nursing Home in Neenah and
volunteering at St. Vincent DePaul.  With a passion for the arts, Maggie displayed her
talent in all sorts of crafts, floral arrangements, wreaths, and calligraphy.  Maggie was
also a skilled baker who took pride in her many pies and treats.  Faith being a central
part of her life, Maggie was a longtime member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Menasha
and was cherished by her fellow members there.

She is survived by her children: Kelly Leary, Amy (Fane) Friberg, and Bobb (Amy) Leary;
grandchildren: Anthony (Danielle), Mercedes, Elia, Ainen, and Riggs Leary; Seth,
Amanda, and Preston Friberg; Ty Sterling, Finnegan  and Madelyn Leary; siblings: Rose
Edmondson, Bill Basler, Susan Konwal, and Donna Schmidt; 6 great-grandchildren, dear
dog Otis, other relatives, and friends.  She was preceded in death by her mother, Gerda
Schmidt.
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